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U"c Law 91-596 
9 Congre8., S. Z193 

December Z9, 1970 

and bealthful workJng ('ondltioJls for working lllPn and women: 
teltlsJoa eDforcempnt of the standard dt:>vell)l){'d under the Act; by 

and eneouragfDg the States in their efforts to assure safe and health. 
eMloJdD eondltloDB; by providing for research, information, education, and 

In the field of occupational safety and he-81th; and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse 0/ Representatives 0/ the 
lJAitMl States 0/ America in Oongress a.r~sembled! That this Act may 
be cited as the "Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970". 

co. ·GRESSIOX.\J... FINDINGS AND prRPOSE 

SEC. (2) The Congress finds that personal injnrie and iJJneS-~s aris. 
ing out of work situations impcse a substantial burden upon, and are 
a hindrance to, interstate commerce in terms of lost production, wage 
loss, medical expenses, and disability compensation payments. 

(b) Th~ Cong:ress dec1ares it to be its purpose and policy, through 
the exercIse of Its J.>owers to regulate commerce among the 5e,'eral 

tates and with foreIgn ~ations and to prm·ide for the general welfare, 
to assure so far as pOSSIble every working man and woman in the 
Nation snfe and healthful working conditions and to presen·e our 
human resources--

(1) by encouraging employers and employees in their efTor~: 
to reduce the number of occupational safety and health hazard 
at their places of employment. and to stimulate employers and 
employees to institute new and to perfect existing program for 
providing safe and healthful working conditions: 

(2) by providing that employers and employee~ ha "e separate 
but dependent responsibilities and ri~hts WIth respect to achi ,'. 
ing safe and healthful working conditions; 

(3) by authorizing the Secretary of Labo~ to t mnn~lat ry 
occupational safety and health standard applicable to bu Bl. . 

affecting interstate commerce, and hy creatmg :\1,1 \II ntI. n.1 
Safety and Health Review Commis:lOn for carl'ylnc.... ut adJulh. 
catory function under the Act ; 

(4) by building upon advances already made through ml] ~~ r 
and employee initiatu'e for pro"iding f and healthful,' r -mg 
conditions' . 

(5) by providing for feS(>f\rch in the ~e)d of ~,h nal 
safety and health, induding the- p y hologlC~) fact , lJl' h· 1. 
and by developing innovativ m thod t hlllqu. J d 
approach for dl aling with 0 UI tin 1ft nd h Ith 
problems' . I J. I . 

(6) by exploring way t di (' \. r I t Ilt dl. '. t I ~I: J 
cau 1 connection betw n di a. nd rk. III Il Ir nrn 
condition and onducting othe-r r ar h":1 fJ 1S! t hl It} J ~-
lems in re('o~ition of th fart that . "p, tlOl~ 1 II Ith. t n , 
~ 'nt problem oft n dift' r nt fr m th III h' d III I 

hon I f ty' . 
(7) by providing m di a1 ('ri.t ri ,hi ~ .]~I u 

~ tic ble th t no mp)oy \ III 1Itr r d1mJllI h ) I 
. 1 . ]. f tnT J'l uH of 00& cap CIty or 1 • . 
xpenence . . . (0 j n 

(8) by providing f r tr mlll~ J>rl'rnJ~a in ( 
r nd competen of I nn 1 nJ,.:,' 

io I f ty nd he lUI' 
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