MEMO TO: CARMEN REZENDES
FROM: ERMA REIN
RE: MOTHER, GERTRUDE RAPP LUBAR, AND

THE TRIANGLE SHIRTWAIST FACTORY
FIRE OF THE EARLY 1900°S

Gertrude Lubar (Babe) was born Gertrude Rapp in 1892
in a small town near Vienna, Austria. She lived on a farm
and came to the United States when she was twelve alone on a
boat in the steerage department. She spoke at least German
and Yiddish. She was helped on the boat by a young couple
- who were travelling in first class and allowed her to travel
with them. .

After coming through Ellis Island and living in New
York she lived in a railway flat with her aunt and six other
children.

She worked in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory which
manufactured blouses, basically one of the early "Sweat
Shops"”. She was earning $3 a week in wages and put aside %1
a week for her family in Europe. She was later able to send
for her mother, father, sisters and brothers and help them
come to the United States.

Erma believes that a picnic for workers for the
Shirtwaist Factory, possibly a wedding celebration for a
close friend of Babe's (Gertrude Lubar's) was the occasion
for a foot race which Babe won and received as a prize a
book which Paul now has, dated approximately 1907 or 1909,
with an incription to BGertrude Lubar for winning the foot
race.

Babe had obtained the job with the Triangle Factory
By putting her hair up so that she would look older than her
age of approximately 1S despite her being only 4°11" tall
R .2nd approximately 90 pounds in weight dn Counectred ,berore.
Shivhwa: she had apprenticed to a dress maker when being sent
! to stay with soma of her mother 's relatives).

At the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory she werked on a
sewing machine and was paid by the piece (piecework). She
was later promoted to floor manager before the fire.

The Triangle Shirtwaist fire occurred sometime
between 1708 and 1910 (this can be checked through separate
research). On the day of the fire Babe had a date with her
husband to be, Samuel Lubar (real name Samuel Lubanski which
was changed to the simpler name form at immigration check-in
at Ellis Island - Sam was born 1888 and died in 194S and was
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born in socuthern Russia, brought to the United States when
three years old by his parents).

Apparently because she was going to leave as soon
possible for her date with Sam Lubar and because she had
some information to take down to the owners of the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory, a multi-storied factory the doors of
which, on each floor, opened in, she was able to take the
last elevator down to the bottom of the building before the
fire broke out. For this reason she was able to escape.
(The doors all opened inward and when the fire started
people were trapped being pushed up against the doors and
couldn’'t get ocut.) Babe’'s close friend jumped out a window
and was killed during the fire. Many other persons,
possibly more than a hundred (research this information)
were killed in the fire and the fire led to major legal
reforms on working conditions for women and children and
alsc fire safety conditions, i.e. doors had to open out,
etc.

After the fire broke out Babe wandered in shock for
several hours until she finally found Sam who had heard
about the fire and had gone looking for her.
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Samuel Gompers, president of the AFL, addresses the strike meeting at Cooper

Union Hall November 22, 1909, that began the historic “Uprising of the
20,000. "
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