We find that the saild Mary Herman came to her death on
the 25th day of March, 1911, at premises 23-29 Washington
Place, by asphyxia by smoke, charred, caused Ly conflagration
which originated on the eighth floor of said premises, consum-
Ing the interior of the eighth, ninth and tenth flcorse, in &
manner unknown to the Jury, and that the bﬂay of deceasecd was
found on the ninth floor of sald premises close to the doorway
of the stairs on the Weshington Place gide, which door, ac-
gording to the evidence presented to the jury, wae found to be
locked at the time of nnd.ﬂuring gaid conflagration,

We find that the deceaged attempted to escape by the said
door, and that her failure to =o egcape from smoke and flame
which caused her death is due to the fact that said door was
locked.

¥Fe find that Isaac Harrie and Max Blanck, doing businezs
unders the firm nams and style of The Triangle Weizt Company,
leesees and occupants of sald floors, ars reaponsible for the
death of the deceased, bescause of culpable and criminal negli-
gence in failing to observe the required legal precauntion of
leaving the said door unlocked. :

Legislation cannot eliminate all loss of life by fire or
panic, but proper laws, properly enforced can certainly lessen

the loss of life from these cruses, The avidence submitted



to this Jury shows that there were employed on the eighth,
ninth and tenth flcora of said premises about five hundred
pergona, of whom about e=ighty par cent. were females, and of
whom about twe hundred and thirty-five were employed on the
ninth floor, where nearly all the loss of life by flames and
semoke ocourred.

We are convinced by the evidence that, not only had ne
attention been given to, and no means provided for, the haaty
exit of those employed 'n the said premises, but on the. con-
trary, their safety had been utterly dieregardad.

We find that one of the tables on which the machines wera
attached, at which the employes warkd&, Was EE?BntI-;II feot
longj that it extended from within thirteen and one-quarter
(13 1/4} inohes of the front wall, at one ‘end, ‘to within six-
teen (1€6) inches of a partition, at the other end, thus leav-
ing only two passagewanys, of about thirteen and one-gquarter
(13 1/4) inchee, and one of sixteen (1€) inches, through which
the sald employes wers obliged toc pase, to reich the staira
and elevators,

The foregoing is a condition that certainly zhould not
obtain. 1If there is any law that permita it, it shonld be im-
mediately repesled. If there 1z no law governing ity such. a

law should at once be enscted, which will prohibit such a cunJﬂgl'



dition;  and the law should be 8o framed that its enforcement
should rest upon one single Jepartment of the city government.
Thara should be no divided responsibllity.

It ia the cpinion of thie jury that all fire escapea
should be regularly inspected by the Flre Deéepartment, and when
such inspaction reveal: non-conformity with the law it should
be impediately reported in writing to the Bureau of Buaildings,
which shall at once order the cwner of the building on which
gAid fire esecape 18 lnstalled to have such changes made as to
make it conform to the law, and the Burean of Baildings ehall
have power to enforce such crder.

We recommend that where plans are filed with the Burean
of Buildings for the ersction of n naw building, or for alter-~
ationa to a building, the appligetion for such sets forth for
what purpose gaid bullding is' to be used; that the use of said
building, or any part thereof, should not be permitted for any
purpose cther than stated in esuch application, without the
written consent of the Superintendent of Buildings, who shall
not give esuch consant vnleas the building shall be =o con-
structed as to conform to the law governing that clase of
buildings, and for which purpose it is t¢ be used when so al-
tered that it will econform to such law.

We recommend that before any bullding, or part theraof,



ghall bYe used for manufacturing purposes, plans shall be filsd
with the Bureau of Puildings showing the loecation of machin-
ery, stationary tables, work benches, ete., with exite, and
atating the number of employes; that these plans shall mest
the approval cf the Buperintendent of Buildings, whe, bvefore
approval shall issue, chall find that the means of exit are
guch as will enabls the escape of employesa in case of emer-
geney.

We recommend that in all buildings where a large number
of employes are engaged, a compulsory fire drill shall ba es-
tabliehed under & system to be approved by the Fire Depart-
ment. J

We recommend that o system of inspection of Buildings
used for factory purposes, at intervals not exceeding six
monthse, shall be astablished, to inaure conformity with the
lawe and regulations of the Fire and Bullding departments.

We recommend extended use of auntomatic sprinklers.

We recommend that all atairways to the top floors of
all buildings used for manufacturing purpeses hereafter con-
structed shall be extended to the roof.

We recommend the reguirement that in sll buildings whers
there are more than twenty occcupants, and more than an average

of one person per oneée hundred (100) squars feet of floor ares



-

there shall be posted rules to be followed in case of fire,
and that a copy of such rules shall be required by the Fire
Department.

We further recommend that z suitable axe be placed at

each exit door 1n all lofte used for manufacturing purposes.
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